
 
 

 

 

March 2, 2021 
 
Tom Richards, Chair 
California High-Speed Rail Authority 
770 L Street, Suite 620 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Re: Support for California High-Speed Rail Authority 
Revised Draft 2020 Business Plan 
 
 
Chair Richards, 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of Valley Vision in support of 
the California High-Speed Rail Authority (CHSRA) Revised 
Draft 2020 Business Plan, released February 9, 2021. 
 
Valley Vision is a civic leadership organization working 
towards economic prosperity, social equity, and 
environmental sustainability for all residents in California’s 
Sacramento region. Valley Vision is a leader in regional 
climate and air quality protection efforts, and is also one 
of the champions behind the Brookings Institute study 
and Prosperity Partnership efforts designed to grow jobs 
and build a more inclusive economy for all 2.5 million 
residents of the 6-county Sacramento region, with access 
to reliable transportation a key indicator of success. 
 
The CHSRA Revised Draft 2020 Business Plan includes 
pursuing Merced-Fresno-Bakersfield Interim Service with 
stops at Kings/Tulare and Madera to provide electrified, 
high-speed rail (HSR) service to Californians at the earliest 
possible time. Independent peer review has confirmed the 
Merced-Fresno-Bakersfield corridor, which includes HSR 
service and improvements in supporting Altamont 
Corridor Express (ACE) and San Joaquins rail and bus 
services, obtains the highest forecast gain in ridership and 

Founding Emeritus 
Len McCandliss 
James McClatchy 
Gordon Schaber 

Board of Directors 
Chair 
Brian King 

Vice Chair 
Trish Rodriguez 

Treasurer 
Edmundo Castañeda 

Directors 
Naaz Alikhan 
Stephanie Bray 
Tim Carroll 
David Cheney  
George Claire 
Linda Cutler 
Jeff Davis 
William Duncan 
Cate Dyer 
Earnie Franklin 
Gayle Garbolino-Mojica 
Shawn Harrison 
Chet Hewitt 
Garry Maisel 
Gary May 
Michael Marion 
Jahmal Miller  
Robert S. Nelsen 
Arlen Orchard 
Meghan Phillips 
Randall Reynoso  
Tina Roberts 
Randy Sater 
Scott Shapiro 
Erica Taylor 
Louise Walker 
  

Chief Executive 
Evan Schmidt 

Managing Director 
Trish Kelly 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 

does so at the lowest increase in cost. The 171-mile electrified Interim Operating 
Segment extending north to Merced and south to Bakersfield coordinated with 
improvements aligned with the State Rail Plan north of Merced to Sacramento and 
to the Bay Area and bus connections south of Bakersfield to Southern California will 
create significant benefits including:  
 

• Merced-Fresno-Bakersfield HSR Interim Service will leverage the maximum 
degree of connectivity to other rail services, while important project 
development work also continues in other parts of the state. 

 
• Merced to Bakersfield HSR Interim Service will generate significant economic 

benefits, with over $38 billion in total economic activity and over 200,000 
job-years of employment. 

 
• Reduces travel times for rail passengers between Sacramento and the Bay 

Area to Bakersfield by up to 90 to 100 minutes. 
 

• Provides much faster, more frequent, and more reliable passenger rail service 
than is currently available in this corridor; more than doubling service 
frequency – more than doubling passenger rail ridership in the corridor.  

 
• Improves access and connectivity to other California destinations through 

better connections with expanded ACE and San Joaquins rail services to the 
north at a multimodal hub in Merced and Thruway Bus Service at Bakersfield 
for travel to Southern California.  

 
• Corridor-wide ridership increases from 2.6 million passengers in 2017 to 8.8 

million passengers in 2029 that results in reduced state subsidies for 
passenger rail services. 

 
• Electrified HSR improves air quality in the Central Valley and reduces GHG 

emissions by shifting from diesel to clean, electrically powered trains.  
 

• Provides an overall infrastructure configuration offering significant benefits 
to both passenger and freight movement. 

 



 
 

 

 

• Allows for early testing of electrified high-speed operations and passenger 
use and reduces ramp-up time for future extensions. 

 
• Interim service unlocks the socio-economic benefits associated with 

electrified high-speed rail passenger service prior to the completion of the 
Silicon Valley to Central Valley Line. 

 
Rail passengers in the Sacramento region and across California will greatly benefit 
from slashing up to 100 minutes off train travel between Southern California and the 
Sacramento and Bay Area regions. Direct connections in Merced to ACE and the San 
Joaquins will also translate into faster connections to the Capitols, Caltrain, BART, 
SacRT, Valley Link and VTA systems, which will also experience higher ridership. The 
success of this early interim HSR service is essential towards implementing the 
ultimate HSR rail system between the Bay Area, Sacramento, San Joaquin Valley 
and Southern California. 
 
Valley Vision also strongly supports the Revised Draft 2020 Business Plan 
recommendation that $4.1 billion in remaining Prop 1A HSR bond funds be directed 
to complete delivery of the 119-mile electrified Central Valley Segment, and the 
remaining $100 million in HSR bond funds be used for early design and completing 
environmental review on San Francisco to Los Angeles Phase 1 segments. This 
funding is required to implement Merced-Fresno-Bakersfield HSR Interim Service 
and to extend HSR to San Francisco and Southern California in the future.    
 
Given the numerous benefits associated with this plan for the Sacramento region 
and the state, we support this work to better connect California by rail and reduce 
air pollution. If you have any questions about Valley Vision’s support for this plan, 
please reach out by emailing evan.schmidt@valleyvision.org or calling (916) 325-
1630. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Evan Schmidt 
Chief Executive Officer 
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